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Abstract

Prayer constitutes a significant educational capacity through which diverse teachings and
formative principles can be conveyed. The prayers of the prophets in the Qur’an encompass a
wide range of educational themes, some of which are directly concerned with the upbringing
of children. As such, these prayers provide a valuable and authoritative source for
identifying, analyzing, and deriving educational themes and structures within the Qur’anic
framework. A systematic and rigorous examination of these themes may offer meaningful
and practical insights for parents and contribute to a deeper understanding of Qur’anic
approaches to child upbringing. Accordingly, this study aims to examine the educational
themes related to child upbringing as reflected in the prayers of the prophets in the Qur’an.
More specifically, it investigates prayer as an educational factor in child upbringing, with
particular emphasis on the supplications of the prophets, and seeks to derive key educational
principles and implications from them. The study adopts an analytical-inferential approach.
The findings indicate that education encompasses three fundamental dimensions of human
existence: the cognitive, affective, and behavioral domains. Accordingly, the educational
function of prayer can be manifested in three areas: its influence on cognitive development,
its contribution to affective and emotional development, and its impact on behavioral
formation. From a Qur’anic and theological perspective, education is not conceived as a
self-directed or human-centered process; rather, it is fundamentally God-centered. In this
framework, through the practice of prayer, human beings acknowledge their dependence on
God and allow the true Educator (al-Rabb) to shape their inner selves and guide them toward
spiritual and human perfection. Thus, the prayers of the prophets may be regarded not merely
as expressions of supplication, but also as a significant source of educational principles for
fostering the cognitive, affective, and behavioral development of children.
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