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Abstract

The aim of the present study is to examine the role of parents regarding the child’s
prayer with emphasis on the evidence of beating for prayer. The research method is
descriptive—analytical and, by referring to Qur’anic and hadith sources, addresses the role of
parents in the child’s devotional upbringing (particularly prayer). The findings of the study
indicate that in Qur’anic texts, there is no evidence for the legitimacy of corporal
punishment of the child by parents for neglecting prayer. In hadith sources, five narrations
are found that, in terms of indication, though they suggest the obligation of parents to
beat the child in case of abandoning prayer, from the perspective of isnad (chain of
transmission), they face serious challenges. The first four narrations are all mursal (with
disconnected chains) and lack a connected and reliable isnad. The fifth narration appears
in four hadith sources with three different chains, yet all of them end with ‘Abdullah
b. Fadalah, who, according to rijal studies, is considered a weak narrator. Given the
weakness of these isnads and the absence of other reliable evidence, it can be concluded that
reliance on these traditions to prove the obligation, recommendation, or permissibility of
beating the child for prayer by parents is subject to serious doubt.
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