Journal of
Transcendental Education

Volume 4, Issue 1, 2025

Religious Content Analysis in Science Textbooks of
the First Cycle of Elementary School and
Student-Teachers’ Satisfaction

Firoozeh Alavian', Fatemeh Dehghan Kolshadi®

! Farhangian University, Tehran, Iran (Corresponding author). F.alavian@cfu.ac.ir
2 Elementary Education, Farhangian University, Isfahan, Iran. ms.teacher1382@gmail.com

Abstract

The purpose of the present study is to examine the extent of attention to religious and
epistemic topics in science textbooks of grades one to three in elementary school, as well as
student-teachers’ satisfaction with the content of these textbooks in the curriculum.
The statistical population of the research consisted of the mentioned textbooks and 30
elementary education student-teachers of Farhangian University in Isfahan. For data
collection, qualitative content analysis was employed, and information was gathered
through a detailed review of the textbook content. To evaluate the student-teachers’
satisfaction with the religious and epistemic content of the textbooks, a questionnaire with a
Likert scale was designed and distributed, with P<0.05 considered as the significance level.
The results show that the frequency percentage of religious and epistemic topics is 10.34%
in the first-grade science textbook, 13.41% in the second-grade textbook, and 7.28% in the
third-grade textbook. The mean satisfaction of student-teachers with the relevant content of
these textbooks was 3.80 for grade one, 3.50 for grade two, and 3.10 for grade three. The
findings reveal significant fluctuations in the level of attention to religious topics and in
student-teachers’ satisfaction. Considering the limited attention given to religious topics in
the mentioned textbooks, the importance of integrating religious teachings with science
becomes increasingly evident. Such integration can strengthen learning and contribute to the
formation of students’ religious identity.
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