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Abstract

The purpose of the present research is to explain the desired parenting model in the
thought of Ayatollah Khamenei, using a qualitative approach based on content analysis
of his statements. This study, through qualitative content analysis and a grounded coding
system (Grounded Theory), seeks to systematically identify and classify the intellectual
framework of the Leader of the Revolution regarding child-rearing. The data were collected
through purposive sampling from the official website of the preservation and publication
of his works and analyzed accordingly. The findings, organized into 28 open categories
subsumed under five core categories, include: “Characteristics of ideal parenting” (such as
faith, responsibility, and rationality of parents); “Essential dimensions of upbringing”
(including religious, emotional, social, and identity-based education); “Type of parent—child
relationship” (such as a relationship based on affection, respect, and intimacy); “Type
of parental control” (emphasizing conscious and cultural supervision); and “Expectations
from children” (such as honesty, sacrifice, and responsibility). The analysis of Ayatollah
Khamenei’s statements reveals that the central element of his discourse on parenting is
the civilization-building, guiding, and irreplaceable role of the mother in the educational
process—a role emphasized by qualities such as sacrifice, affection, rationality, and faith-
based guidance. Furthermore, the close connection of upbringing with the child’s religious
and moral identity in this perspective marks a fundamental distinction from Western
psychological approaches. The findings of this research hold potential for application in
cultural, educational, and media policy-making as well as in designing supportive programs
for families and mothers.
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