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Abstract

The present study aims to examine the challenges posed by the method of "compulsion”
in religious education concerning free will, rationality, and innate education. Utilizing a
descriptive-analytical approach, the findings indicate that employing compulsion in
religious education creates challenges that may lead to the learners' aversion to religion and,
in some cases, even opposition to it. These challenges include: avoidance of responsibility,
anxiety, and resentment related to free will; lack of development of critical thinking and
reasoning abilities concerning rationality; and feelings of inferiority, obstinacy, and
alienation concerning innate education. The root causes of these challenges are attributed to
neglecting the learners' capacities and dispositions, failing to establish a close relationship
with them, not providing a conducive environment for acceptance of commands and
prohibitions, inadequate explanation of issues, insufficient development of learners' critical
thinking skills, inflexibility in interactions, and ignoring priorities. Therefore, to prevent
challenges in the path of religious education when employing the method of compulsion, it
is essential first to identify priorities and avoid using this method for trivial and non-
essential matters. This approach should be applied without violence, insult, disrespect,
or belittlement, solely in significant and critical situations. Additionally, understanding
the audience's capacity and disposition, establishing a friendly relationship, creating an
appropriate environment for commands and prohibitions, fostering critical thinking, and
elucidating issues are highly effective. These measures ensure that the learner not only does
not become isolated or averse to religion but also develops a profound interest in it.
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