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Abstract

This study aims to elucidate the necessity of teaching intellectual virtues in Islamic
theological education. A descriptive-analytical method is employed for this purpose. Unlike
analytic epistemology, which is belief-centered, virtue epistemology is agent-centered and
is divided into two general categories: reliabilism and responsibilism. Reliabilism considers
intellectual virtues as innate cognitive faculties such as sensory perception, introspection,
and memory, whereas responsibilism views intellectual virtues as acquired cognitive
character traits that must be attained through significant practice and effort by a free agent.
The intellectual virtues examined in analytic epistemology are also emphasized in Islamic
teachings; furthermore, there is an overlap between critical thinking and intellectual virtues.
Therefore, although critical thinking holds a prominent place in theological education,
teaching critical thinking alone cannot guarantee the practical application of such thinking
in life and society. Many individuals are familiar with critical thinking but deliberately
use it unethically for personal gain. Thus, the application of such thinking must become
a dispositional and character trait, which is the goal of intellectual virtues and virtue
epistemology—to achieve a good life through good thinking. It seems that teaching
intellectual virtues (with an emphasis on the responsibilist perspective) alongside critical
thinking in theological education is essential, and by doing so, the longstanding issue of the
gap between theory and practice can be somewhat overcome, marking a significant step in
enhancing the effectiveness of theological courses.

Keywords: Virtue Epistemology, Intellectual Virtues, Theological Education, Critical
Thinking, Epistemic Responsibility.
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