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Abstract

One of the challenging issues in the educational system is the question of compulsion in
school-based religious education. Governments’ positions on the necessity of religious
education in schools are generally determined by their specific perspectives rooted in
their constitutions. The notion of compulsion in school-based religious education raises
fundamental questions: should religious instruction be mandated in public and official
schools? and can such compulsion be exercised through legal, curricular, or methodological
frameworks? This study, employing a descriptive—inferential method, aims to explain and
critically analyze Hirst’s position. The research first outlines Hirst’s perspective, followed
by a presentation and critique of his arguments. Hirst, as one of the opponents of
compulsion in school-based religious education, considers religious education to be a
meaningless compound expression and argues that such an enterprise should not be
undertaken in public schools. Certain presuppositions have led to confusion in Hirst’s view,
prompting him to regard religion and science as not only different but even contradictory.
These presuppositions include the belief that religion is indoctrinatory, the denial of the
independence of science, and the assumption that religion is irrational. Based on these three
presuppositions, Hirst contends that religious education cannot be meaningfully discussed;
hence, he argues for the separation of religion from science and the meaninglessness of
religion, and consequently, he rejects the idea of compulsion in school-based religious
education. In response, it is argued that Islamic education emphasizes intellectual reasoning
and therefore is not indoctrinatory. Furthermore, religious presuppositions may serve as
sufficient (though not necessary) conditions for science, and while the methodological
distinction and independence of science and religion are acknowledged, religion does not
negate the independence of science. Moreover, the fundamental principles of Islam are
grounded in reason; therefore, religion (especially Islam) cannot be regarded as devoid of
rationality.
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