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Abstract

In contemporary societies, if a nation succeeds in raising its youth to be strong and
capable, it will have no concern for its future, since the youth are the future managers and
leaders of nations. The strength or weakness of countries in the coming years depends on
the manner in which their youth act today. Some nations deprived of the blessings of
religion and divine leadership face ambiguity in finding appropriate methods for nurturing
powerful youth. However, the Islamic Republic, endowed with rich religious foundations
and national traditions, can easily derive the means for strengthening the youth from
the Qur’an. Indeed, these Qur’anic foundations have repeatedly been emphasized and
elaborated upon with precision by the Supreme Leader of the Islamic Revolution. The
purpose of this study is to examine and elucidate strategies for youth empowerment based
on the Qur’anic thought of Ayatollah Khamenei, with emphasis on Qur’anic verses
and Islamic narrations. The study employs a descriptive-analytical method. The means of
empowering the youth can be examined in two dimensions: the role of the youth themselves
and the role of society. Among the roles of the youth are strengthening religiosity—since
successful individuals always derive their strength from God—enhancing determination and
effort, and reinforcing the spirit of risk-taking. Regarding the role of society, particular
attention must be paid to the place of learning and education in empowering the youth.
Society must not neglect providing opportunities for youth participation and skill
development.
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