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Abstract

Among the various activities and events of human life, education occupies the highest
rank and constitutes the foundation of any desirable and rational endeavor. If a person
possesses extensive knowledge and information but has not been properly educated, that
very knowledge will lead to his degeneration. Education, which actualizes the latent
potentials inherent in human nature, is influenced in its type and method of implementation
by the dominant intellectual and practical school governing society. The present study seeks
to answer the question of how the educational requirements for the future generation are
addressed in the thought of Ayatollah Khamenei. A descriptive-analytical examination of
this issue reveals that Ayatollah Khamenei, while considering the education of the future
generation based on Qur’anic verses and the traditions of the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon
them) to require attention to both individual and social dimensions, obliges the educational
and cultural authorities of the Islamic society to revive and expand it. He identifies these
requirements in cognitive terms as intellectual reasoning, dignified religious-national
identity, and faith and religiosity; and in behavioral terms as courtesy, tolerance of dissent,
social solidarity, and reform of the consumption pattern. He deems it incumbent upon
educational authorities to cultivate these qualities in the future generation to advance and
elevate society and to realize the new Islamic civilization, dedicating their efforts to
nurturing self-made and society-building individuals.
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