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Abstract

In the present article, concepts such as education, man, ta ‘abbud (devotional
submission), and rationality were examined, and the views of figures such as Salman, who
rejected ta ‘abbud-orientation, were analyzed and critiqued. Then, through a descriptive-
analytical method with an anthropological approach grounded in religion, and with the
aim of proving the need of reason for ta ‘abbud in comprehending human dignity and
perfection, as well as explaining the status of fa ‘abbud in the worldly and otherworldly
life of man, it was demonstrated—based on rational and transmitted arguments—that,
considering the distinction between ghayah (end) and ‘llah gha’iyyah (final cause) in
Islamic philosophy, human receptivity to ta ‘abbud in voluntary acts regarding matters
beyond rational grasp is necessary. Given the lofty status of the human being and the role of
his acquired dignity in education and perfection, man, in addition to preserving the human
dignity of society, is primarily obliged to preserve his own dignity. Hence, since man is a
dual-dimensional being composed of body and soul, the scope of rational perception does
not encompass all the universals required for his perfectionary journey. Consequently, he is
in need of a trustworthy and infallible source called revelation. Careful consideration of
loosely applied terms such as “modern man” and “traditional man” and the irrelevance of
such descriptions to the essence of humanity clarifies the fallacies that confine ta ‘abbud to
the traditional man while deeming the modern man needless of it. However, through deeper
reflection on human nature, an unprejudiced mind acknowledges that in all circumstances
and at all times, man cannot dispense with ta ‘abbud, and mere reliance on reason does not
suffice for his ascent in the path of perfection. Based on rational and transmitted proofs,
extremes of absolute ta ‘abbud or absolute rationalism are not conducive to human
perfection, and instead a reciprocal relationship exists between fa ‘abbud and rationality,
where in many cases ta ‘abbud is itself the choice of reason. Throughout all ages and lands,
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man—willingly or unwillingly, knowingly or unknowingly—has sought the discovery
of truth and the meaning of life, and fa ‘abbud constitutes the greatest component of
endowing life with meaning in both this world and the hereafter, liberating man from

nihilism and futility.
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Meaningfulness, Modern Man.
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