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Abstract

One of the most significant issues that has attracted the attention of many cultural
policymakers today is the spiritual health of society. Ayatollah Khamenei emphasizes that
although cyberspace has undeniable advantages, it also possesses certain drawbacks that
require serious attention from cultural managers and officials. The present study aims to
address the fundamental question: what are the threats of media and cyberspace to spiritual
health from the perspective of Ayatollah Khamenei? To this end, using the thematic
analysis research method, data extracted from Ayatollah Khamenei’s statements were
conceptualized, and based on these concepts, the initial themes identified included alteration
of thoughts, change of taste and inclinations, social isolation, infringement of privacy,
reduction of psychological security, spying, excessive curiosity, weakening of morale,
distortion, fading of Islamic values, and distortion of Islamic culture. Subsequently, the
organizing themes were identified as behavioral change, redirection of orientations,
detachment from the family environment, loneliness and seclusion, probing, lack of
immunity, inquisitiveness, psychological warfare, discrediting motivations, cultural
transformation, and the promotion of Western culture. Finally, by combining and
integrating closely related overarching themes, five major factors were extracted:
transformation of lifestyle, weakening of the role of the family, endangerment of privacy,
security threats, and the institutionalization of Western cultural values.
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